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JANUARY 19, FRIDAY - AULA PRODI  

MORNING                                                                                 

9.00-9.30 OPENING ADDRESSES 
Pier Ugo Calzolari Chancellor of the Alma 
Mater, University of Bologna 
Roberto Grandi Vice Chancellor of the 
Alma Mater, University of Bologna 
Romana Zacchi Head of the Dept. of 
Foreign Languages and Literature 
Alberto Destro Dean of the Faculty of 
Foreign Languages and Literature 

9.30-10.15 Frans Plank  
University of Konstanz, Germany 
Early Typology 

10.15-11.00  Paolo Ramat  
University of Pavia, Italy 
How universal are linguistic categories? 

 
11.00-11.30 COFFEE BREAK 
 
11.30-12.15 Matthew S. Dryer  

University at Buffalo, USA 
Word Order Universals: The Branching 
Direction Theory Revisited 

12.15-13.00 William Croft   
University of New Mexico, USA 
Universals and Syntax 

AFTERNOON                                                                                  

14.30-15.15 Guglielmo Cinque  
University of Venezia, Italy 
The fundamental left-right asymmetry  

 of natural languages  
15.15-16.00 Denis Delfitto  

University of Verona, Italy 
Universals and Semantics 
 

16.00-16.30 COFFEE BREAK 
 
16.30-17.15 Anna Siewierska  

Lancaster University, UK 
Universals of person systems: Benveniste vs. 
Bhat vs. Silverstein 

17.15-18.00 Maurizio Gnerre   
Università di Napoli “L’Orientale”, Italy 
Seven pillars of deixis: some universal 
insights 

JANUARY 20, SATURDAY - AULA S. LUCIA  

MORNING                                                                                       

9.00-9.45 Greville, G. Corbett  
University of Surrey, UK 
Universals and features 

9.45-10.30 Geert Booij  
University of Leiden, The Netherlands 
Universals of word formation: a 
constructionist approach 

 
10.30-11.00  COFFEE BREAK 
 
11.00-11.45 Sergio Scalise, Antonietta Bisetto, 

Emiliano Guevara  
University of Bologna, Italy 
Universals in Compounding 

11.45-12.30 Aditi Lahiri  
University of Konstanz, Germany 
Universals and Phonology 

12.30-13.15 Irene Vogel  
University of Delaware, USA 
Universals of Prosodic Structure 

AFTERNOON                                                                                  

14.30-15.15 Elisabetta Magni  
University of Bologna, Italy 
Universals and diachrony: the evolution of 
Latin word (dis)order 

15.15-16.00 Michael Cysouw  
MPI EVA Leipzig, Germany 
Disentangling universals from history: will 
there be anything left? 

 
16.00-16.30 COFFEE BREAK 
 
16.30-17.15 Anna Giacalone Ramat  

University of Pavia, Italy 
Universals and Language Acquisition. 
Parallel developments in human languages 
and the issue of language universals 

17.15-18.30 Jürgen M. Meisel  
University of Hamburg, Germany and 
University of Calgary, Canada 
Universal and particular in language 
acquisition: the emergence of Functional 
Categories  


